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those with lower incomes, could not afford to drink i as they had before, even if they had access to alcohol.
The same effect, in reverse, may also account for pa increase in per capita consumption that has occurred s 1950s (see Figure 4-2). Over that period the real price o: has dropped, largely because federal and state taxes 1 kept up with inflation. At the same time, per capita c< tion has gone up over 30 percent.
Of course, different people respond to changes in 1 of alcohol in different ways. If a tax increase were t< price of alcohol, one person might buy less, anothi
FIGURE 4.2   The per capita consumption of alcohol bv adults iiid-1970s by Medicine in the Public Interest found that the overwhelming majority of ABC administrators felt their responsibilities were not in any way related to public health.1 They instead stressed the importance of collecting tax revenues, maintaining orderly markets, and excluding crime from the business.
